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HATCH COVER NEWS #024 September 30, 2025

Replacment and inspection for packing

To maintain a weathertight seal on hatch covers, we commonly use sponge type packing. Over time, packing may
undergo permanent deformation due to aging, this can lead to water getting in and damaging the cargo. We kindly ask

that you conduct regular inspections and replace the packing as needed. Inspection details are provided below.

1. Inspection details

The hatch cover maintains its weathertightness by compressing the packing through the use of tightening bar. The
minimum required elastic compression of the packing is 2mm. Please check the permanent deformation at least once a
year (see the diagram below). If the elastic compression is less than 2mm, replace all or the affected portions of the

packing. Also, replace any areas that show signs of damage or deformation.
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When replacing the packing, please also check the wear condition of the stool pads located between the hatch cover and
hatch coaming. If pads are significantly worn, they can cause excessive compression on the packing. This could cause
the edge of the hatch cover to touch the coaming, which might lead to damage to the cover’s structure (see photo below).
This could cause the edge of the hatch cover to touch the coaming, which might lead to damage to the cover’s structure

(see photo below).
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To prevent this, we suggest doing the replacement work in a dry dock, where you can thoroughly inspect and replace
both the packing and stool pads as necessary. We can arrange the equivalent packing in Japan and China. Due to the
nature of the materials used in the rubber cement for installing the packing, it is often classified as hazardous during
transport. So, it is better to arrange this locally.

If you have any questions or concerns about hatch covers, below are our contact details.

EQUIPMENT GROUP, TECHNICAL DEPARTMENT,
TSUNEISHI ENGINEERING CO., LTD.
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